AFTER   EVEREST
college, we thought that only those people who are useless
for business or Government service became missionaries/'
was the reply. He could hardly believe that missionaries
were sincere, and had in many cases taken on the job from
a sense of real vocation, although they might have been far
more prosperous in other walks of life. He knew that I
had myself become a missionary, though, as a doctor, I
could have earned ten times a missionary's salary ; but he
had explained that to himself by assuming that my father
must be a millionaire, and refused to believe otherwise. I
told him that missionaries had to go before a committee,
and fill in papers about their beliefs and opinions, and pass
the doctor, and so on. I further said that many would-be
missionaries are rejected for unsuitability on one ground or,
another, and this was an eye-opener to him. Perhaps,
after that, he treated missionaries with greater respect—
certainly there had been little of that commodity in his
behaviour before this conversation.
A very respectable Indian Christian was talking to me
one day:
" Sir, you ought to have another European nurse in the
hospital/'
" Yes," I replied, " I know we ought—but we can't pay
her salary, and the Society certainly cannot do so, so we
can't have one."
"Ah;   but your father could pay her salary."
" My father isn't a rich man," I answered.
" But your father is the Treasurer of the London Mission-
ary Society; he must have a lot of money."
" I know he's treasurer of the L.M.S.," I replied, " but
that only means he advises them about investments, and
looks after their finances."
" Ah; but he wouldn't allow all that money to pass
through his fingers without some of it sticking to them—he
must be a very rich man."
I had not been in India long, and I was rather annoyed at
this suggestion.
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